
L ETTER  FROM  E NGLAND  

L ETTER  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  

As I write this, the London House course is in full swing in the Spring sunshine. Led by Giles 
Waterfield and Sarah Nichols it studies the chronological development of the London house 
from Renaissance to the present and has attracted a stimulating group of international par-
ticipants (10 US members in the group of 25).  I attended the day concentrating on the 20 th  
century house organised by Gavin Stamp -  a brilliant and rigorous insight into the wide vari-
ety of residential properties built in Hampstead and Highgate, including the Hampstead Gar-
den suburb, with privileged access into a number of homes.  
 

The course is one of six that Attingham is running this year. The first was held in March in 
partnership with the University of East Anglia as a module on the MA Art History course.  We 
are now gearing up for our three annual summer programmes -  the Study Programme in 
June (Belgium), the Summer School and Royal Collection Studies -  and I am delighted to say 

that Rebecca Parker will soon be returning from maternity leave to mastermind the second 
Attingham/Wallace Collection course with Helen Jacobsen in October. We will be sad to see 
the departure of Meg Finnis (née Schützer -Weissmann) as administrator of the Summer 
School but wish her all the best with the new baby and welcome Rita Grudzien in her place.  
 

Thanks to all for spreading the word. We have had a great US response this year thanks to 
your efforts.  
 

 

ð Annabel Westman, Executive Director , The Attingham Trust  

Three years ð my term as the AFA President ð has passed in a flash. As I write my last 
letter to you, I want to send thanks to our hard -working Board members and other volun-
teers, to our Administrative Director, Cheryl Hageman, and to every one of you who has 
referred a candidate to one of the Attingham programs, helped to support our organization 
and our funding of scholarship needs, and attended one of our Study Trips, Annual Fall Lec-
tures or other activities. We are thriving, and it is because of you, our committed alumni.  
 

There is much to look forward to in coming months. First and foremost are the Trust pro-
grams. The London House Course was run in April and the Study Programme in Belgium is 
taking place as you receive this newsletter. The Summer School will follow in July, and Royal 
Collection Studies in September and the French Eighteenth -Century Studies Course at the 
Wallace Collection in October will complete this year's offerings. The Trust has worked hard 

to add new courses while maintaining its high standards for content and instruction, and 
many American scholars have been able to take advantage of the new programs. In 2014 
more than 50 US residents will study in one of the Trust programs.  
 

We can also look forward to our own activities, which include our Annual Fall Lecture on 
Monday, September 22, featuring Christopher P. Monkhouse '66; RCS ô01 and The Irish 
Country House Comes to America . Further details can be found in the column to the left and 
on page 2.  We also eagerly anticipate this year's Study Trip to San Antonio and Austin, to 
be held October 8 to October 12. Jane Karotkin ô98; SW ô06; RCS ô09, working with Meg 
Nowack ô11, Merribell Parsons ô69; SP ô09; FES ô13, William Rudolph ô04; RCS ô12, 
Evan Thompson ô13 and Candace Volz ô10 are putting together a tremendous program 
which will achieve our usual high levels of insight and access, 
with a good mix of social time and fun. Further details are found 
on page 3.  
 

In short, as I pass the torch to my successor, all is well at the 
AFA and, thanks to you, we can look forward to many years of 
continued success. Many thanks, and all good wishes.  
 

ð Clo Tepper ô11; SP ô04, ô07, ô10, ô13 
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Christopher P. Monkhouse õ66;   

RCS õ01 joined the staff of The Art 

Institute of Chicago in 2007. As 

Eloise W. Martin Chair and Curator 
of the Department of European 

Decorative Arts, he oversees the 

w o r l d-r e n o w n e d  E u r o p e a n 

decorative arts collection of 25,000 

objects dating from 1500 to the 

present day. Throughout his 

distinguished career he has held the 

positions of Curator of European 
and American Decorative Arts at the 

Rhode Island School of Design, 

Founding Curator of the Heinz 

Architectural Center at the Carnegie 

Museum of Art in Pittsburgh, and 

James Ford Bell Curator of 

Architecture, Design, Decorative 
Arts, Craft and Sculpture at the 

Minneapolis Institute of Arts. Mr. 

Monkhouse holds a degree in art 

history from the University of 

Pennsylvania, and as a Thouron 

Award scholar, received his MA at 

the Courtauld Institute of Art in 
London.          (Lecture details, pg. 2) 
 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

Upcoming Programs & 
Events 

2-3 

2014 Attingham      
Course Participants 

4-5 

2014 Recruiting & Selec-
tion Committee Reports 

5 

AFA Donor Honor Roll 6-7 

Alumni News 7 

Recent Events 8 

 

June 2014 
Issue #60 

  AMERICAN FRIENDS OF ATTINGHAM 

 



U PCOMING  AFA PROGRAMS AND  E VENTS  
  Registration fees may be submitted online at www.americanfriendsofattingham.org or by check payable to ñAmerican Friends of 
 Attingham,ò sent to: AFA, 307 Seventh Ave., Suite 1201, New York, NY 10001. 

Friday, September 19, 6 -8 pm  
Annual Members Meeting  
AFA Office, 307 Seventh Avenue, Suite 1201, New York City  
 

Our Annual Members Meeting is open to all AFA alumni and provides an opportunity to reunite with fellow alumni and stay cur-
rent on organizational issues. The Members Meeting will precede a quarterly Board of Directors Meeting. Afterward light re-
freshments will be served and students will report on 2014 Attingham Trust courses. No charge; RSVP by September 15.  
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Saturday, September 20, 10 am -12 pm  
Ladiesô Mile Historic District Walking Tour 
 

Join historian Matt Postal to explore one of Manhattan's most interesting historic districts, the ñLadiesô Mile,ò given landmark  
status in 1989.  The district, located between Union and Madison Squares, and Park to Sixth Avenues, was considered the heart 
of Gilded Age New York. Our guided two -hour tour will focus on artful commercial structures from the Victorian era, including 
memorable cast - iron buildings that were erected by the most fashionable retailers of the day such as Arnold Constable & Com-
pany and B. Altman and Company. Particular attention will be paid to the lesser known east -west streets, where some earlier 
residential structures remain, including the Gothic Revival birthplace of Theodore Roosevelt, which was reconstructed by the 
pioneering architect Theodate Pope Riddle.   
 

After the tour, you may want to stay on and enjoy lunch with fellow participants and tour the interior of the Roosevelt 
house.  (Admission is free; period rooms may be seen by ranger guided tour only, available on the hour between 1 and 4 pm.)  

$25 per person for the walking tour, guests welcome, space is limited.  

 
A M E R I C A N  F R I E N D S  O F  A T T I N G H A M  A N N U A L  F A L L  L E C T U R E  

T H E  I R I S H  T R E A S U R E  H O U S E  C O M E S  T O  A M E R I C A  

 

Featuring Christopher P. Monkhouse   
Eloise W. Martin Chair and Curator of the Department of  
European Decorative Arts at The Art Institute of Chicago  

 
September 22, 2014  
The Union League Club  

38 East 37 th  Street, New York City  
6:30 pm, Lecture; 7:30 pm, Drinks & Hors dôoeuvres 

 
Please join Attingham alumni and friends for our Annual Fall Lecture, 
a special evening featuring Christopher P. Monkhouse. As curator of 
the upcoming landmark exhibition Ireland: Art on a World Stage, 1690 -1840 , at The Art Institute of Chicago, Mr. Monkhouse 
will speak on the disbursement of decorative and fine art from Ireland to America and the rich holdings on this side of the A t-
lantic. These transfers resulted in part from the Irish agricultural depression in the 1870's and 1880's and also from ñThe Trou-
bles" during the early 20th century. Only since World War II has there been a slight change in direction, with selected Irish  
objects returning to the Emerald Isle. These "moving objects" have benefited or suffered from Joseph Duveen, Henry Clay 
Frick, Andrew Mellon, William Randolph Hearst and many other prominent dealers and collectors.  
 

The Art Institute exhibition, which will open St. Patrick's Day, 2015, is the first to focus on the Georgian Era of Irish cra fts man-
ship and will present 300 objects including paintings, sculpture, ceramics, glass, furniture, metalwork, textiles and bookbin d-
ings. The show will be seen exclusively in Chicago.  
 

The evening will include a festive reception with Mr. Monkhouse. Tickets: $100 per person ($50 tax -deductible). RSVP by Sep-
tember 12.  

 

Sunday, September 14, 2 pm  
2014 Tracey L. Albainy Lecture : Houghton Hall Collections  
Presented by Christine Gervais ô04; RCS ô08, Associate Curator of Decorative Arts, Rienzi, The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston  
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston  
 

Free of charge to Attingham alumni and guests. Further details TBA. The program has been organized by former AFA board 
member Brigitte Fletcher SP ô02; RCS ô03. This will be the third program in the Tracey L. Albainy Lecture series, commemo-
rating the career and enthusiasm for  European decorative arts of Attingham alumna Tracey Albainy ô90; SP ô00; RCS ô07, a 
specialist  in  European silver and ceramics.   
 



Issue 60, Images and Credits: Page 1: a) The Alamo, b) photo of Christopher Monkhouse, courtesy of The Art Institute of Chicago; Page 2 ) 

Pompeo Batoni, Italian, 1708 -1787, Robert Clements, Later 1st Earl of Leitrim (1732 -1804) , 1754, Oil on canvas, Overall: 39 3/4 x 28 3/4 in. 

(101 x 73 cm),  Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, Purchased  through a gift from Barbara Dau Southwell, Class 

of 1978, in honor of Robert Dance, Class of 1977, a gift of William R. Acquavella, and the Florence and Lansing Porter Moore 193 7 Fund; b) Card 
Table, Artist/maker unknown, Irish, Irish, c. 1750, Mahogany, Closed: 30 x 36 x 17 1/2 inches (76.2 x 91.4 x 44.5 cm), Open (depth):  35  inches 

(88.9 cm), Philadelphia Museum of Art: Gift of Dr. Harley A. Haynes, Jr., 1980; Page 3) a) Mission San Jos é, b) Texas Governorôs Mansion inte-

rior, c) Steves Homestead, d) Elizabet Ney Museum; Page 8)  a) Green -Wood Cemetery, b) Wyckoff -Bennett Homestead.  
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A FA  ST U D Y  T R I P :  SA N  A N T O N I O / A U S T I N  

O C T O B E R 8- 1 2 ,  2 0 1 4 
 

Join us for the annual Study Trip as we delve deep into the fascinating history of central Texas. San Antonio and Austin will  be 
the focus of this yearôs trip, organized by an outstanding local host committee chaired by Jane Karotkin ô98; SW ô06; RCS 
ô09, including Meg Nowack ô11, Merribell Parsons ô69; SP ô09; FES ô13, William Rudolph ô04; RCS ô12, Evan Thomp-
son ô13 and Candace Volz ô10. 
 

The Study Trip will be based in San Antonio and begin with a special reception on the evening of October 8. Over the next 
three enjoyable days, two full days will be spent in San Antonio and we will take a day trip to the capital city of Austin. P art ici-
pants will be provided with special access to historic and cultural destinations, visits to private residences, and excellent  oppor-
tunities to socialize with fellow alumni and friends ï all worthy of the Attingham tradition.  
 

Planned highlights include:  

Registration:   The cost of $850 per person (and, in addition, a suggested $300 tax -deductible contribution to the AFA), includes 
all admissions, travel by private coach, and most meals (not breakfast). A hotel near the San Antonio Museum of Art on the 
cityôs famed River Walk is holding a block of rooms for our group at the nightly rate of $99 + tax. 
 

Space is limited to 30 participants and expected to fill quickly! To reserve your place contact Cheryl Hageman at atting-
ham@verizon.net or 212 -682 -6840, then submit payment online at www.americanfriendsofattingham.org or by check payable 
to ñAmerican Friends of Attinghamò. 

 
 

The Alamo , a mission more than 300 years old now proclaimed to be ñthe shrine of Texas liberty.ò Our visit will be led 

by preservation specialist Pam Rosser, who oversees the ongoing conservation of the siteôs historic Spanish Colonial 
frescos.  

 

King William , San Antonioôs first designated historic district and an architectural must-see. Settled by Germans in the 

1840s and named for the 1870s King of Prussia, the eclectic area features impressive examples of Greek Revival, Victo-
rian, and Italianate styles. We will visit a private residence and Villa Finale . Built in the late 19 th  century, the villa and 
its many collections once belonged to Walter Mathis, the 20 th  century preservationist credited with the districtôs revitali-
zation. Now a site of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, we will meet with curator Meg Nowack.  

 

The  San Antonio Museum of Art , once known exclusively for its significant collection of art of the Americas, has 

made sizeable expansions to its building and collections over the last 25 years. William Rudolph, The Marie and Hugh 
Halff Curator of American Art and Mellon Chief Curator and Merribell Parsons, Curator of European Art, will share with 
us highlights of SAMAôs collection which now contains more than 25,000 works representing 5,000 years of history and 
cultures from around the world.  

 

Mission San José , also known as the ñQueen of the Missions,ò is among the San Antonio missions nominated for 

World Heritage Site status.  
 

The McNay Art Museum , Texasôs first modern art museum. This important collection of 19th  and 20 th  century Euro-

pean and American art is located on the premises of the 23 -acre estate of oil -heiress Marion Koogler McNay.  
 

Built in 1856, the Texas Governorôs Mansion is considered to be the most historic house in Texas. Jane Karotkin, 

Friends of the Governor's Mansion Administrator and Curator, will introduce us to the recently restored National Historic 
Landmarkôs collection of early 19th  century American furniture and the nearby Texas State Capitol building.  

 

Austinôs Hyde Park , including a reception at a private residence and a visit to the Elisabet Ney Museum , a portrait 

collection housed in the former studio of the 19th century sculptor.  
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2014 ATT I N G H A M  CO U R S E PA RTI C I PA N TS  F R O M  T H E  U S*  

Angela George  

Assistant Professor and Assis-

tant Director, MA Programme in 

History & Decorative Arts, 
Smithsonian Institution  

Stewart Rosenblum Scholar  

 

 

Thomas Michie  

Senior Curator of European 

Decorative Arts and Sculpture, 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston  
 

David Parsons  

Director of Finance & Admini-

stration, Historic Hudson Valley  

Scott Ruby  

Associate Curator of Russian 

and Eastern European Art, Hill-

wood Estate Museums and 
Gardens  

Paula Madden Scholar  

 

 

Melinda Watt  

Assistant Curator, European 

Sculpture and Decorative Art 

Department, Supervising Cura-
tor, Antonio Ritti Textile Center  

 

 

 

RO Y A L  CO L L E C T I O N  ST U D I E S ,  A U G U S T 3 1- S E P T E M B E R 9 ,  2 0 1 4 

ST U D Y  PR O G R A M M E,  J U N E  1 1- 1 9 ,  2 0 1 4 

 T H E  H I S T O R I C  H O U S E I N  B E L G I U M :  FL A N D E R S ,  WA L L O N I A  A N D  B R U S S E L S  

Cynthia Bronson Altman  

Curator, Kykuit, Rockefeller 

Brothers Fund  

 
Ann Fay Barry  

Historic house restoration  

 

Janet Blyberg  

Assistant Curator, Exhibitions, 

Research and Publishing, Pea-

body Essex Museum  

American Friends of Attingham 

Scholar  

 
 

James Buttrick  

Architectural historian  

 

Margaret Civetta  
Partner, DLA Piper LLP (US)  

 

Robert Domergue  

President, Robert Domergue & 

Company  

 

Hank Dunlop  

Professor Emeritus, California 

College of the Arts  

 
 

Linda Eaton  

John L. & Marjorie P. McGraw 

Director of Collections and 

Senior Curator of Textiles, 
Winterthur Museum  

 

Robin Miller  

President, D. Miller Restorers, 

Inc.  

 

Christopher Molinar  

Historic design consultant  

 

 
 

Margaret OôNeil 

Contractor, New Jersey Office 

of Historic Sites, Division of 

Parks and Forestry  
 

Karin Peterson  

Museum Director, State Historic 

Preservation Office, CT Depart-

ment of Economic & Commu-

nity Development  

 

Deborah Trupin  

Textile Conservator, New York 

State Office of Parks, Recrea-
tion and Historic Preservation  

L O N D O N  H O U S E CO U R S E,  A P R I L  2 2- 2 8 ,  2 0 1 4 

Eve Barsoum  

Architectural Historian, U.S. 

Commission of Fine Arts, Wash-

ington D.C.  
 

John Braymer  

Executive Vice President/CEO, 

Virginia Society of the American 

Institute of Architects  

 

John Clark  

CEO, Clarkstar Productions  

Barbara File  

Archivist, The Metropolitan 

Museum of Art  

 
Judith Hernstadt  
Urban Planner (retired)  

 
Jennifer Klos  

Curator, Oklahoma City Mu-

seum of Art  

 

 

Anne Nellis Richter  

Adjunct Professorial Lecturer, 

History of Art, American Univer-

sity  
Judith Hernstadt Scholar  

 
Stacey Sloboda  

Associate Professor of Art His-

tory, Southern Illinois Univer-

sity  

 

 

Steven Spandle  

Architect, Fairfax & Sammons 

Architecture  

 
Susan Odell Walker  
Head of Public Services, The 

Lewis Walpole Library, Yale 

University  

* Selection for the French Eighteenth -Century Studies Course (October 12 ï17, 2014) not complete at the time of printing. Course me mbers will be   

    listed in the December 2014 newsletter.  

 

ATTINGHAM APPLAUSE: Earlier this year media and public attention once again focused on 
the heroic efforts of the ñMonuments Men,ò the nickname for the team of curators, scholars and 
architects formed by the US Army, credited with the protection and recovery of tens of thou-
sands of priceless works of art and artifacts stolen by the Nazis during World War II. Officially 
the group was called the Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives Section, and grew from 30 men to 
nearly 300 men and women, including Edith Stanton ô56.  
 

Ms. Stanton was not portrayed in the recent fact -based movie directed by George Clooney, 
however she was featured in The New York Times article ñNot All Monuments Men were 
Menò (Tom Mashberg, Art & Design, January 29. 2014) and The Washington Postôs ñFiction 
meets fact in the art of warò (Michael OôSullivan, On Exhibit, February 14, 2014). Before begin-
ning her career at the Metropolitan Museum of Art (where she was curator of textiles from 1949
-1970), Ms. Stanton was a captain in the Womenôs Army Corps. We are pleased to recognize 
her role as Officer in charge of the Wiesbaden Collecting Point in Germany until August 1947, 
where she oversaw a facility with weatherproofed storage and restoration areas.  

 

       Photo: Edith A. Standen, left, and Rose Valland in 1946. Credit: James J. Rorimer papers, Archives of American Art, Smith sonian Institution  


